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NOTE. 



With the number for July, 1896, the tenth volume of the 
Quarterly Journal of Economics is brought to a close. An 
index of writers and subjects for the series thus closed has 
accordingly been prepared for the convenience of subscribers, 
and for greater ease of consultation by students. 

In reviewing the remarkable progress of economic discus- 
sion in the United States during the decade now closed, the 
editors believe that they may feel satisfaction in the share 
taken by this Journal. The change in the interval between 
1886 and 1896 has indeed been striking. While the first steps 
towards the enlargement and improvement of economic teach- 
ing in our institutions of learning were taken before 1886, the 
growth since that date has been rapid and steady. In the 
larger universities the opportunities for study and research no 
longer need fear comparison with those of any other country. 
The upward movement has been reflected in the character 
and volume of the periodical literature, which began with the 
almost simultaneous establishment of the Political Science 
Quarterly and the Quarterly Journal of Economics in 1886, and 
now includes a group of important publications, any one of 
which would have marked a new epoch if established before 
that date. The progress in the equipment of teachers, in the 
matter and methods of instruction, in the solidity of the con- 
tributions to learning, has been promoted in high degree by 
the opportunities for a full and free discussion, addressed not 
to a miscellaneous public, but to a circle of critics, investiga- 
tors, and well-informed readers. 

The object of this Journal has been to promote the advance- 
ment of knowledge by inviting and assisting such discussion, 
and the editors hope that a review of the contents of the series 
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now concluded will be found to justify the confidence with 
which they undertook this task ten years ago. The diffusion 
of knowledge and the application of principles may be trusted 
in large degree to take care of themselves, when once the ad- 
vance of scientific thought has set in. It has been the object 
of the editors of the Journal mainly to promote the latter end. 
They will continue to publish in the future, as they have done 
in the past, papers which may appeal to but a limited number 
of readers. They will welcome, also, the sober and unbiassed 
discussion of topics of more immediate interest, and in all 
cases will endeavor to present matter which deserves the at- 
tention of scholars and critics. And in this endeavor they 
again confidently ask the co-operation of all who are interested 
in the advancement of knowledge within the chosen field. 



